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An Example of a District’s Proposal Process 
Screening Decisions from the Curriculum Office 

The purpose of this document is for administrators and coordinators to reflect on how 
their practices and administrative decision-making impact school culture and student 
outcomes during the Rightsizing the MTSS Triangle: Organizing and Allocating 
Resources to Create Sustainable Systems of Support session during the MIBLISI State 
Conference. 
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Screening Decisions from the Curriculum Office 
The following proposals were brought to the curriculum office. For Kindergarten, it has 
been agreed to replace First Sound Fluency with Phonemic Segmentation in the fall.  

Kindergarten (proposed by Kindergarten teacher leaders) 

• Replace First Sound Fluency with Phonemic Segmentation in the fall (Approved) 

• Rationale: First Sound Fluency will not be available to input once we move to 
AIMSweb 2.0 (coming fall 2014) AND Phonemic Segmentation will provide a 
continuum (fall through spring) of skill assessment for phonemic awareness 
(essential skill for Kindergarten). More information will be coming before fall 
Benchmark on how to administer and input this data. 

• Add Letter Sound Fluency as an optional screener (To be determined) 

• Rationale: There is more to consider on this topic and a decision will be 
forthcoming. Current practice will continue (not used for benchmarking purposes) 
until a decision is communicated from the curriculum office.  

1st Grade (proposed by First grade teacher leaders) 

• Add R-CBM to fall benchmarking (Not Approved) 

• Rationale for decision: Teachers have communicated concerns about not being 
able to see growth made from fall to winter in reading fluency. They desire to 
have a baseline when reviewing winter data to understand the growth made 
since fall.  As a district, we will be digging deeper into our Reading Street 
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baseline data for oral reading fluency.  With the implementation of Illuminate, we 
will be able to look at the baseline oral fluency at the winter data meeting along-
side AIMSweb RCBM. 

 

• Remove Phoneme Segmentation Fluency from fall benchmarking (Not Approved) 

• Rationale: While this is a skill that should be mastered and found at 100%, this 
information is necessary to support a K-1 continuum. Additionally, we want to 
make sure that we capture any students that may not have mastered this 
essential skill. For students who have not yet mastered phonemic awareness, 
PSF may also be the most appropriate progress monitoring tool.   

• Remove Nonsense Word Fluency from spring benchmarking (Undecided) 

• Rationale: This is still being considered pending further investigation. Should we 
find that students identified as at-risk (tier 2 or 3) by NWF are the same kids 
identified by R-CBM, this may be approved. Investigation will include looking into 
our data within Randolph but also asking across the county if this is a similar 
trend to determine if we are “missing” anything by removing this screening tool in 
the spring.  

• Remove Reading Street Baseline Assessment from the beginning and end of the 
year (Not Approved) 

• Rationale: These assessments are intended to establish a baseline for the 
beginning of the year (baseline assessment), capture growth for the year (end of 
year assessment), and to help organize differentiated groups based on student 
skills. Additionally, it is essential to capture ALL students as each year there is 
movement of students coming in and out. During breaks (even smaller breaks), 
students may lose what had been previously learned and it is essential to have 
current information to establish an accurate baseline. Clarification to come 
regarding the purpose of the Reading Street baseline and end of year 
assessments and how to more effectively use this information.  

3-4th grade 

• Remove MAZE from 3rd and 4th grade (Undecided-continue giving MAZE at 3rd and 
4th grade at this time) 

• Rationale: R-CBM and MAZE both measures reliably predict reading 
comprehension but R-CBM is more reliable and provides additional diagnostic 
information (e.g., reading accuracy). This is still being considered pending further 
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investigation. Investigation will look at the potential instructional benefit offered by 
MAZE to balance the benefits with the cost of time to give the assessment.  

Math Screening assessments Decisions 

• K: No screening at this time 

• Rationale: In the future, we will be giving math screeners (Number ID, Quantity 
Discrimination and Missing Number with possibility of Oral Counting), however; 
we are not ready to implement in the fall of 2014 given the level of training and 
infrastructural support required to do this well. Screening may begin as early as 
winter 2015, but timing will be communicated from the curriculum office. We want 
to begin as soon as we can do so feasibly to increase our intentionality in 
addressing skill strengths and deficits in math.  

• 1st:  M-COMP and additional early numeracy screeners  

• Rationale: We will start administering M-COMP in the fall of 2014 given the group 
administration of this tool. In the future, we will be giving additional math 
screeners (Number ID, Quantity Discrimination and Missing Number with 
possibility of Oral Counting), however; we are not ready to implement in the fall of 
2014 given the level of training and infrastructural support required to do this 
well. Screening may begin as early as winter 2015, but timing will be 
communicated from the curriculum office. 

• 2nd-6: Continue with M-COMP 
• 7-8: We will suspend the use of M-COMP at this time  

• Rationale:  We do not want to require the use of a tool that is not valued or the 
potential value is not yet understood due to a lack of training and/or 
communication. Currently, the use of M-COMP (or another tool) is under 
investigation to determine its purpose and if that purpose fits with understanding 
students’ skill sets at the 7th-8th grade level. If and when we determine that M-
COMP (or another tool) is useful, we will clearly communicate its purpose and 
value with any necessary PD provided.  
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